Flood

1914

Flood

storage space, sometimes hundreds of acres or
thousands of square miles. The first recorded
Mississippi River flood, as reported by Vega
in 'La Florida del Inca/ an account of the
De Soto Expedition from Florida westward,
was in March and April, 1543, taking 40 days
to reach its maximum height. Artificial stor-
age or detention reservoirs are an important
possibility in the flood control of some
streams, but the enlargement of the carrying
capacity of stream channels is far more com-
mon than the provision of detention reser-
voirs. The channel capacity is most com-
monly increased by building levees, usually

The Mississippi River floods of 1927, caused
by heavy rainfall over a large area, exceeded
the highest previous flood which occurred in
1913. Under date of Dec. i, 1927, Major Gen.
Edgar Jadwin, Chief of Engineers, United
States Army, submitted to the Secretary of
War a plan for future flood control measures
based on intensive studies by a large corps of
engineers.

Under the proposed new plan, the present
levee system would be retained for main de-
pendence, but the levees would be raised at
some points and set back at others and their
cross-section enlarged for greater safety. It
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of earth, because this can be obtained in the
vicinity and placed at much less expense than
masonry. Channels may be straightened so
as to increase the rate of flow through them;
islands may be removed and in extreme cases
bridge piers taken out and abutments set
back and longer bridge spans provided to
eliminate 'bottle necks/

A multiplicity of considerations must be
taken into account in connection with flood
protection works, including as many con-
flicting interests. These may extend beyond
local to inter-community, to interstate, and
even to international relations.

may well be noted here that during the 1927
floods there was practically no break in any
part of the levee system that had been carried
to its full intended height. On May 15, 1928,
President Coolidge signed the Jones-Reid Bill,
providing for flood relief and carrying an ap-
propriation of $325,000,000.
The flood cbntrol works for the protection
of Dayton, Hamilton, and seven other com-
munities and intervening areas along a stretch
of the Miami River more than 100 m. in
length, built after the disastrous flood of 1913,
consist of five large detention reservoirs and
river channel improvements.